Teacher Curriculum Summary and Activity Reference Codes
Designed to adapt for Early and Older Learners, learning styles, & large and small Groups.

A. Language
A.1
A.1.a
A.1.b
A.2
A.2.a
A.3

The Thanksgiving Story for Early Learners
The Thanksgiving Story/True/False Quiz
The Thanksgiving Story/Worksheet. Fill in the Blank with Word Bank
The Thanksgiving Tree Poem
The Thanksgiving Tree Poetic Study
“Ponderings of Prudence”: Mini-Book
The Thanksgiving Story for Grades 4th-5th (see separate pdf)

B.

Drama: Choral Reading of the Thanksgiving Story:
“Sailing on the Mayflower”
(with Mayflower Passenger List)

C.

Math

C.1
Pumpkin Math for Early Learners
C.2.a Mayflower Word Math for Older Learners. Subtraction/Borrowing/Adding
C.2.b Subtraction/Borrowing Practice 3rd-4th Grades

D.

Science

D.1
D.2

Wind Experiment: ‘Fly or Fall?’
Water Experiment: “Sink or Float?’

E.

Food

E.1
E.2

All About Corn Fact/Color Sheet
Corn Words and Printing the Word: C o r n

F.

Social Studies

F.1
F.2

The Turkey
The Turkey Quiz

G.

Art

G.1
Mayflower Color and Printing Activity
G.2
Turkey Art (see ‘Tom the Turkey’ with feathers/without feathers, and Applications)
G.3
Cornucopia Color/ Cut/Glue Sheet
G.4
Ears of Corn Color/Cut/Glue
G.5.a(1) Draw Clothes on Pilgrim Boy
G.5.a(2) Draw Clothes on Pilgrim Girl
G.5.a(3) Color Adult Pilgrim Page

H.

Geography. Maps.

H.1
H.2

World Map
Mayflower Route
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A.1 The Thanksgiving Story
First People in North America
North America is a land of many different kinds of landscapes. Landscapes in North
America are the seacoasts, mountains, rivers, lakes and marshes, valleys, deserts,
canyons, grasslands, and north arctic ice. The people of the “New World’ were as
different as the landscapes where they chose to settle (build homes, stay, and live).
The first people came from Asia, looking for food. They are the Native Americans, or in
Canada, called the First Nations. When Christopher Columbus came from Europe years
later, millions of Native Americans were living in all areas of North America. Columbus
thought he had reached the land of India, so he called them Indians.

The Age of Discovery
After Columbus opened up the ‘new world’ in 1492, many explorers set out to find
shorter ways to people in other parts of the world. They wanted to find gold and silver.
They had spices to trade. They looked for new lands to settle. And they were seeking
freedom to practice their religious beliefs. Many were escaping war and sickness in
Europe. Some came across the ocean as slaves. Others just wanted to have a great
adventure into the unknown!
Within one hundred years, different cultures (groups of people with the same ways of
living) were living in North America. People from Europe and Africa lived side by side
with the Native Americans, who were everywhere. These differences sometimes
brought them together in a common bond of survival. But often, their differences led to
conflict. The rugged nature of Americans was formed by these early peoples. They
loved their land. They loved their freedom and were determined to live in their own ways
(cultures).
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1600. The King of England
One group of people that immigrated (left their country to move to a new land), were
called the Puritans (Pilgrims) of England. King James had a rule that everyone had to
worship in the Church of England. The King punished anyone that did not go to ‘his’
church. The Puritans wanted to separate from the King’s church. They did not agree
with some of its beliefs. The Puritans suffered many years of persecution, prison,
torture, and sometimes death. Finally, they felt they had no choice but to flee for their
lives.

1608. To Holland and Back
At first, many Puritans went to Holland, a land nearby. But they were not happy there.
Their children were forgetting to speak English. They were talking in the language of
the people of Holland. Puritans of Holland heard that the English Puritans had found the
money for a ship to take them to the ‘New World’. The Mayflower was getting ready to
leave soon.
The Holland Puritans boarded a ship called the Speedwell. They joined up with the
Puritans at Plymouth, England. The two ships set sail, leaving all behind to seek a new
life in the New World. The Speedwell was not a good ship. Water started leaking into
the ship as soon as they began to sail. That ship was left behind. Everyone had to
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crowd onto the Mayflower. Finally, in September, 1620, they were on their way to
freedom. They were the ‘Pilgrims’ of the Thanksgiving Story.

Did You Know?
● 102 people were on the Mayflower
● The Mayflower was only 90 feet long and 25 feet across
● There were 34 children and 30 sailors
● There were 2 dogs, 6 goats, 50 pigs, many chickens, cats (to catch the rats)
● They slept in the second level of deck, only 5 feet high
● They had no beds, and stayed in their same clothes for days
● They ate rotten cheese, hard biscuits, and lived with rats and bugs
● The water went bad and everyone had to drink beer for liquid
● Many were sick and 4 died on the crossing
● A baby boy was born at sea, named ‘Oceanus’ Hopkins
(*see Drama B.2 Mayflower Passenger List)

November, 1620. Land, At Last!
On the 66th day of the long hard voyage, a welcome call came from the ‘crow’s nest’,
the lookout point high up in the masts of the Mayflower. “Land ho!” The passengers
were excited to put their feet on land. But they were disappointed in these hopes.

The Mayflower Compact
The leaders had to meet and form laws to govern their life in the New World. This
resulted in the Mayflower Compact. This paper was signed by every man on the ship. It
was a promise to obey all the rules of the new ‘colony’.
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December, 1620. Finally Home.
Then, there was another wait while men went to explore the coast to find a good place
to settle. The winds had blown the little Mayflower far off course from the land they had
planned to settle. They found a good land with a good harbor for ships. They called it
Plymouth Bay. In December, they finally went ashore. They were home.

A Bad Winter
They slept on the Mayflower while the men built one long common house. But the harsh
Atlantic coast winter was upon them. The Pilgrims had little food. Sickness and disease
spread over them. By the end of winter, 1620, one-half were dead. Others were weak
and sick. They wondered what would become of them.

Squanto
Spring, 1621, turned the earth green and flowers bloomed. The Pilgrims began to plant
crops with new hope. Then, one day, a stranger walked into their village. ‘An Indian’, the
Pilgrims thought. Friend or foe? But the man raised his hand in welcome.
“I am Samoset,” he said in perfect English. The next day, he returned with his friend,
another man named Squanto. Squanto had been taken to England and learned the
language and ways of the English.
He had returned to help his people. He was to be the answer to the Pilgrim’s prayers.
Squanto showed the Pilgrims how to plant a native crop called ‘corn’. He taught them to
put a fish in the cornhole to make the corn grow strong and tall. And it did! Rows and
rows of beautiful yellow corn were harvested (cut to be made into grain).
Squanto showed them how to make flour, bake with corn, and even ‘pop’ corn. He
taught them to use the bow and arrow to hunt. He took them to the secret places in the
forest where berries and nuts were safe to eat.
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He showed them where to dig for clams, where to catch lobsters, and where to fish for
cod, trout, and eels.

Autumn, 1621, The First Thanksgiving
Now, there was plenty of food stored up for the winter. The leaders declared a day of
thanksgiving for the great harvest of food. Everyone helped to prepare a big feast. The
men hunted wild turkeys. The boys fished for trout. The children dug for clams on the
beach. The women baked, picked berries and gathered firewood.
Squanto brought Samoset, Chief Massasoit of the Wampanoag tribe and 90 warrior
braves to Plymouth for the celebration. The Native American Indians added five deer to
the feast. There were dishes of corn, cranberries, turkey, pumpkin, clams, eels, deer
peas, squash, and fish, the foods of the New World.
The feast lasted three days. There were contests, games, dances, and races. After
much fun and friendship, the Pilgrims went to their log houses and the Wampanoags
went home to their round bark wigwams. But, Squanto stayed with the Pilgrims until the
day he died.
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A.1.a True False Quiz for The Thanksgiving Story
(Group Oral Response or Worksheet)
Teacher Option: Cut sets of Green/Red squares/write T or True on Green, F or False on Red.
Ask the questions of the Quiz. Children hold up their chosen answer square. Group Discussion.

Name__________________________________________ Date__________________

1.

T

F

A landscape is a tall building.

2.

T

F

The first people in North America are called ‘Native Americans’.

3.

T

F

After Columbus found the New World, people were afraid to
explore.

4.

T

F

Immigrate means to leave your home and move to a new land.

5.

T

F

The Pilgrims came from England and Holland.

6.

T

F

The King of England was King James.

7.

T

F

The Pilgrims sailed to America on the Speedwell.

8.

T

F

There were no animals on the Pilgrim’s ship, the Mayflower.

9.

T

F

The first winter in America was easy for the Pilgrims.

10.

T

F

Squanto was a friend to the Pilgrims.

11.

T

F

A feast is a big meal.

12.

T

F

The feast lasted 1 day.
(T,T,F,T,T,T,F,F,F,T,T,F)
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A.1.b. Language. Fill in the Blank Worksheet with Word Bank
(Use with The Thanksgiving Story (A-1) for Readers, or for Group Discussion with
Non-Readers)

Name_________________________________________ Date___________________
landscapes

Asia

First Nations

ocean

Persecution

Oceanus

66

Plymouth Bay

½

fish

1. North America has rivers, mountains, deserts, forests, and many other kinds of

l_________________________.
2. The first people to arrive in North America came from A_________________.
3. Native Americans in Canada are called F______________ N____________.
4. Explorers reached the New World by sailing across a big o______________.
5. P______________________is when people are mean to other people who
will not believe their way.
6. A baby, named O_______________________was born on the Mayflower.
7. The Mayflower sailed for _________________ days to reach America.
8. By the end of the winter _________________ of the Pilgrims had died.
9. The Pilgrims named their new colony P___________________ B__________.
10. Squanto taught the Pilgrims to plant corn by putting a f________________ In
the corn hole.
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A.2 Language/Poem: The Thanksgiving Tree
(Use with A.2.a Poetic Study)

Oh, if trees could only talk, the things that I could say;
of a special joyous landing, of a humble feast one day.
And of hope and faith and life - here on Massachusetts Bay.
The pulse of early morning quickened, threw a lamp to every corner,
offered gifts of game and berries, donned it in it very best,
as though to greet these brave, new guests.

They came when I was very small, for I remember clear I stood and stretched my branches high to see their ship draw near.
They came from far across the water in a boat with great white wings.
They worked the land, faced the perils, praised the Lord, and planted things.
Sometimes I would hear them laugh and saw them conquer doubt and fear.
Once a young girl cried beneath me. How I longed to dry those tears.

Got a cut that never healed (glad that Pilgrim changed his mind!)
Watched the winter kill the weak; saw the toll of troubled times.
But they lived and loved their land and took its threats and chances;
and set a feast and bowed their heads and dined beneath my branches.
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A.2.a Language: The Thanksgiving Tree Study of Poetic Language
(Use with A.2 Language Poem)

Read the poem as if the Tree is speaking
Poetic Device:
Personification: speaking of things of nature as though they were people.
humble: being meek or modest; not boastful; not bragging about yourself.
Massachusetts Bay: The area on America’s Atlantic coast where the Pilgrims settled.
Plymouth was in the now-state of Massachusetts.
pulse: ‘heart-be’; speaking of the first wakening of the day in the morning.
quickened:

‘came to life’; speaking of the new life of the morning.

“threw a lamp to every corner”: speaking of the sunlight of the beginning day.
game: game in this sentence means wildlife that is hunted for food; not a toy.
donned:

'to don’ is an old word, meaning ‘to put on’, as ‘to dress’.

“great white wings”: how the tree, as speaking, sees the ship’s sails.
perils:

dangers.

conquer:

to overcome.

“glad that Pilgrim changed his mind!”): how the tree, as speaking, is glad that a Pilgrim
that began to cut him down, changed his mind. *See the ‘cut’ on the tree poem picture.
toll:

in this sentence, used to mean ‘the damage left behind after a disaster’.
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B. Drama: “Sailing on the Mayflower” Choral Reading for Voices
(Use with real Mayflower Passenger List and suggestions)
Narrator, Voices 1,2,3,4 and Group Readings
Can you think of other things the Pilgrims did on the Mayflower to make other verses to the
poem: sailing, playing, sick, singing, (helping, living, etc.?)

Narrator:

Thanksgiving, 2020, is a holiday for many people in America. It is a time
for family, food, and fun. Kids get out of school. Adults have a day off
from work. Why do we have this holiday?

Voice 1:

It is 1620. Four hundred years ago. In the country of England, the King
had all power over the people. The King made everyone go to ‘his’
church.

Voice 2:

There was a group of people who did not agree with the King. So, there
began a time of ‘persecution’ of these people. Some were put in prison.
Many were afraid for the future of their children.

Voice 3:

There came a time when these people, who we now call Pilgrims, decided
that they could never change the mind of the King. One hundred and
two Pilgrims found a ship called the Mayflower.

Voice 4:

The Mayflower was small. The trip across the ocean was long. They had
no clean water to drink or take a bath. Their food was not good. But they
tried to be brave. They prayed and sang songs.

Whole Group: (say the Mayflower Poem)
“We’re sailing on the Mayflower, the Mayflower, the Mayflower.
We’re sailing on the Mayflower,
across the ocean blue.”
“We’re playing on the Mayflower, the Mayflower, the Mayflower.
We’re playing on the Mayflower,
Across the ocean blue.
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“We’re singing on the Mayflower, the Mayflower, the Mayflower.
We’re singing on the Mayflower,
across the ocean, blue.”
“We’re sick on the Mayflower, the Mayflower, the Mayflower.
We’re sick on the Mayflower,
across the ocean, blue.”
Narrator:

Finally, the Pilgrims found land in America. They tried to build houses.
They tried to plant food. But, it was a very cold winter. They began to
think that all would be lost.

Voice 1:

Then, one day, a stranger came into their town. He was of a tribe of
people who had lived in the land for a long time. They are called
Native Americans.

Voice 2:

His name was Squanto. Squanto knew how to grow food. He showed
the Pilgrims how to plant a native food called corn. He showed them how
to hunt and live in the land. He became their friend.

Voice 3:

The next year, the food that was planted grew, good and tall. The Pilgrims
were thankful. They made a big ‘feast’ with all the foods that Squanto had
taught them to plant.

Voice 4:

The Chief and some of Squanto’s friends came to the feast. They ate and
played games for three days. It was the first feast of what we now call the
holiday of Thanksgiving!

Whole Group:

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Smarty Pants Magazine for Kids

12

*Use with B. Drama, ‘Sailing on the Mayflower’. Real Mayflower Passenger List.

Note: Children’s names like: Love and Wrestling Brewster (sons); Resolved, Peregrine, Humility, Priscilla
(girls). Find Oceanus Hopkins, baby born at sea. Discuss the occupations of the Mayflower Passengers.
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C.1 Pumpkin Math for Early Learners (Good for Small Group Instruction)
Copy the letters in the word Pumpkin
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C.2.a Mayflower Math for Older Learners
Subtracting, Borrowing, and Addition Word Problems

Name________________________________________ Date____________________

Problem #1
We are in the year………………... 2020.
The Pilgrims landed in America in 1620.
How many years ago was that?
(show your work)

_________________________

Problem #2
There were 102 people total on the Mayflower.
There were 30 sailors to sail the Mayflower.
How many other people were on the Mayflower?
(show your work)

_________________________

Problem #3
There were 102 people total on the Mayflower.
There were 34 children.
How many adults were on the Mayflower?
(show your work)

_________________________

Problem #4
There were about 50 Pilgrims at the first Thanksgiving.
Another 90 Native Americans showed up with some deer.
How many people were at the first Thanksgiving?
(show your work)
___________________________

(400, 72, 68, 140)
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C.2.b. Subtraction/Borrowing/Addition Practice

Name:_________________________________Date:_________________
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C.2.b Math Answers
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)

27
29
37
19
77
48
17
24
24
38
34
18
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D. Science (D.1 Wind Facts and Experiment
D.2 Water Facts and Experiment)
Wind and Water brought the Mayflower and the Pilgrims across the ocean. Skilled
sailors knew how to turn the sails and steer (guide) the ship to catch the winds. They did
not sail in a straight line. To catch the winds, they sometimes had to tack - steer the ship
in a ‘zig-zag’ pattern.
Did You Know?
● Wind is the movement of air.
● Wind can move at different speeds from a gentle breeze (4 miles per hour)
to a hurricane (up to 200 mph).
● The Mayflower traveled at only 2-½ miles per hour (1 mile every 22 minutes).
The voyage took 66 days.
● The Mayflower found its way across the Atlantic Ocean, which covers 20% of
the surface of the earth (41,100,000 miles!)
● Oceans and seas cover almost ¾ of the Earth’s surface.

D. 1 and D. 2. Experiments
D.1 Wind
With adult supervision, use a fan to feel ‘wind’.
See how it moves objects, like your hair or clothes.
Try feathers, cotton balls, papers; see how it turns the pages of a book.
See if objects ‘fly or fall’.
Hold lengths of tissues, crepe paper; watch the wind from the fan blow them.
Dip objects in water and put them in front of the fan. See how it dries the moisture.
Blow through straws into water. Watch it bubble. Blow wind from straws on each other.

D.2 Water
Fill a small tub with water. Choose small available blocks, toys, socks, ice cubes. Place
them one by one on top of the water. Take a guess if they will ‘float or sink’? List the
items on a chart and note if they did “float or sink”?”
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Draw a Big Circle. Color ¾ of the Circle Blue For Water
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E. Food. E.1. All About Corn Fact and Color Sheet
E.2. Food. Corn Words and Printing C o r n

Corn

Corn

Corn

Corn

Corn

Corn

Corn

Write the word, C o r n in the blanks below to make a new word or sentence.
____________________________________ on the cob.
_________________________________________ field.
________________________________________ bread.
Can you open a can of __________________________?
A stalk of ___________________________ is growing in the field.
A kernel of __________________________ is a piece of corn.
Pop _________________________________________.
Eat _________________________________________.
______________________________________pudding.

Activity: Copy the letters below the word C o r n.

C o r n
_____________________________________________________________________
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F. 1 Social Studies The Turkey

(U
 se with F.2 The Turkey Quiz)
Turkey Day
It’s ‘Turkey Day’, it’s ‘Turkey Day’;
and everybody’s happy when it’s ‘Turkey Day’.
It’s ‘Turkey Day’, it’s ‘Turkey Day’;
and everybody’s happy but the Turkey!

The Turkey - All-American Bird
How Did Turkey Get Its Name?
One theory claims that Christopher Columbus heard some birds saying, ‘tuka, tuka’.
His language expert on the expedition made up a word, ‘tukki’, which means ‘big bird’ in
the Hebrew language.
Benjamin Franklin (the one who flew the kite in a storm to explore electricity) is quoted “
. . . the (eagle) is a bird of bad moral character; the turkey is a much more respectable
bird and is a true original native of America. Eagles have been found in all countries,
but the turkey was peculiar to ours . . .”

Did You Know?
● An average person in the United States eats 15 pounds of turkey each year.
● The loose red skin attached to the underside of a turkey’s beak is called a wattle.
● The fleshy flap of skin that hangs over the turkey’s beak is called a snood.
● Male turkey is called a tom; female is a hen; and a youngster is a poult.

● Domestic males can weigh up to 50 pounds; wild toms up to 20 pounds.
● Wild turkeys can fly up into trees to be safe; usually, they walk or run.
● The lifespan of a wild turkey is 3-4 years.
● Turkeys feed on seeds, nuts, insects, and berries.
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F. 2. Social Studies
The Turkey True/False Quiz
(Use with Social Studies F.1: The Turkey)

1.

T

F

The Turkey is a bird.

2.

T

F

A ‘wattle’ is under the turkey’s beak.

3.

T

F

A ‘snood’ is over the turkey’s beak.

4.

T

F

A male turkey is called a hen.

5.

T

F

A female turkey is called a tom.

6.

T

F

A young turkey is called a poult.

7.

T

F

Domestic turkeys (raised on farms) weigh more than wild turkeys.

8.

T

F

Wild turkeys can fly to treetops.

9.

T

F

Turkeys live for a very long time.

10.

T

F

Turkeys like to eat seeds, nuts, insects, and berries.

T,T,T,F,F,T,T,T,F,T
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G.1 Art Mayflower Color and Print

Name: ____________________________________Date:________________________
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G.2. 'Tom the Turkey' Without Feathers
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G.3. Cornucopia Art
Color and glue pictures of food in the basket (grocery flyers, old
magazines). Print the letters in Cornucopia - Horn of Plenty
Name:________________________________Date:________________

____________________________________________________________________
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G.4 Art. ‘Ears of Corn’.
Color, Cut, Glue on another sheet. Instructions at the bottom
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Ears of Corn Instruction Sheet

Materials:
Ears of Corn worksheet (above)
Sheet of white or colored paper
Scissors
Crayons
Glue
Instructions:
Step #1 - Take the worksheet. Draw a face on the circle.
Step #2 - Color the Ears of Corn yellow and green
Step #3 - Cut out the Ears of Corn label, the circle, and the Ears of Corn
Step #4 - Glue the Label at the top of the second sheet
Step #5 - Glue the "face" circle in the center of the sheet
Step #6 - Glue one ear of corn on each side of the circle (like real ears)
Funny, Right?
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G.5.a (1) Art. Draw a Face and Clothes on the Pilgrim Girl
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G.5.a (2) Art. Draw a Face and Clothes on the Pilgrim Boy

Smarty Pants Magazine for Kids

31

G.5.a (3) Color the Adult Pilgrims
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H. Geography. Maps. H.1 World Map Color.
Name:___________________________________Date:___________________

Draw a Line from Europe to North America.

Count/Name the Continents.
How many continents start with the Letter A:__________________
Color the Land and Water.
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H.2.Geography: Mayflower Route.
The Mayflower crossing the Atlantic Ocean from Europe to America.
Trace the Line Arrows from England to America.
Draw Native Americans on the North American land.
Color the picture.
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