
Icky Berg: An Iceberg Tale

Animals and Creatures That Love Icebergs

Weddell Seal

A large and abundant true seal found in Antarctica. The Weddell Seal was discovered
and named in the 1820s during expeditions led by British sealing captain James Weddell.

Polar Bears

The white northern bear is found throughout the Arctic region.

Except for one subspecies of the grizzly bear, the polar bear is the largest and most
powerful carnivore on land.

They are powerful swimmers and feed chiefly on seals. Polar bears rely heavily on the
sea ice for travelling, hunting, mating, resting, and in some areas, maternal dens.

Emperor Penguins

The Emperor penguin is the tallest and heaviest of all living penguin species and is a
native to Antarctica.
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Gentoo Penguins

The Gentoo penguins are the third largest penguin species. Unlike some other penguin
species, gentoos do not have a yearly migration cycle.

They are a favoured menu item of the leopard seals, sea lions, and orcas that patrol the
waters around their colonies.

Orca Whales

Orca whales are the largest of the dolphins and one of the world's most powerful
predators. They are immediately recognizable by their distinctive black-and-white
colouring.

Tomopteris Worms

Tomopteris worms are transparent, active swimmers, using their large, paddle-shaped
parapodia to propel themselves through the water. They are voracious predators that
chase and eat other, smaller midwater animals.

They spend their entire life cycles in the water column.

Sea Angel

Sea angels are large groups of small, swimming sea slugs that have a scientific name of
Gymnosomata. These creatures with their translucent, gelatinous skin and luminous glow
almost make them seem unearthly, but these sea angels are real, living in the depths of
the oceans.

Icefish

Icefish are amazing fish that live in the Southern Ocean but are mostly found around
Antarctica. Icefish can survive freezing temperatures from -2 to 4 degrees Celsius (28.4
to 39.2 degrees Fahrenheit).

Jellyfish and Comb Jellies

They are both beautiful. The jelly fish with their pulsating bells, and long, trailing
tentacles, and comb jellies with their paddling combs generating rainbow like colors.
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Comb jelly belongs to the phylum Ctenophora, whereas a jellyfish belongs to the phylum
Cnidaria. They are very ancient animals.

Diplulmaris Jellyfish

Diplulmaris jellyfish of Antarctica grow up to 7 inches in diameter. It has 16-48
compressed white tentacles and a white frontal lobe. It has a reddish-orange stomach
and frilled arms of the same color.

Siphonophores

A gelatinous animal, otherworldly creatures that have long bodies ringed by pulsing bells
for propulsion and up to thousands of elastic tentacles for catching and drawing in prey.

Name These Antarctica Animals
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Learn How to Make A Difference!

Human activity is one of the primary causes of climate change. The constant burning of
fossil fuels (gas, coal, and oil) are destroying our world.

But you can help!

(Hint: The little things can matter the most).

1. Plant a garden!
2. Eat your vegetables!
3. Grow a tree!
4. Plan a school project planting trees in your community.
5. Turn the lights off when you are done using them!
6. Conserve water! Take shorter showers!
7. Ride your bike!

What are some other ways to help our planet? Draw a picture below on what you can do
to help!
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The Shape of Ice

Tabular: A type of iceberg both broad and flat.

Non-Tabular: A type of iceberg with a variety of shapes.

Icebergs are truly magical. The power of the wind and water form caves, and waterfalls
on Icebergs. They are floating castles of ice.
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A Matter of Size - The 6 Classifications of Icebergs

Bergy Bits are the size of a house.

Growlers are about the size of a small truck

The other four are Small, Medium, Large, Very Large!.
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Be a Scientist!

The Experiment: This activity models how an iceberg sits in the ocean and
explains why the iceberg that collided with the Titanic wasn’t spotted until it
was too late.

Materials

● Balloon
● Water
● Ruler
● Water filled container

Instructions

Step #1 - Fill a balloon with water. Fasten the end and leave in a freezer
until frozen.

Step #2 - Once frozen, carefully cut away the balloon and discard.

Step #3 - Place the "iceberg" into your container of water.

Step #4 - Measure how much of the iceberg is above and below the water.

Is more of the ice below the surface or above? Write your observations
below!
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Places, History and Facts

Iceberg Alley

Along the coast of Newfoundland to Labrador is the world's best spot to see
massive, ancient icebergs.

These waters were nicknamed 'Iceberg Alley" after the sinking of the RMS
Titanic.

In the Weddell Sea east of the Antarctic peninsula, giant icebergs gather
that are carried by the ocean currents, also known as "Iceberg Alley."

The RMS Titanic: Royal Mail Ship (RMS) Titanic, a British luxury passenger
liner that sank after hitting an iceberg on April 14-15, 1912, during its first
voyage, on route to New York City from South Hampton, England. It is one
of the most famous tragedies in modern history.

Iceberg B-15

Iceberg B-15 was the world’s largest recorded iceberg. It measured around
183 miles long and 23 miles wide, with a surface area of 4,200 sq. miles,
larger than the whole island of Jamaica.

The International Ice Patrol

This organisation was founded in 1914 after the sinking of the RMS Titanic.
They keep a close watch on icebergs, warning ships of possible danger.
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Cool Books

If you love ice, animals, and everything cold here are some "cool" books to
further your fun!

1. Learning About Antarctica by Christine Petersen, Searchlight Books,
Lerner Publications, 2016

2. Glacier on the Move by Elizabeth Rusch, Illustrated by Alice Brereton,
West Margin Press, 2019

3. Sea Bear: A Journey for Survival by Lindsay Moore, Greenwillow
Books, 2019
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